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AGENDA

11.30am Roger Mendonca, Midlands Engine

The Midlands Engine and launch of the Midlands Green

innovation Network and Midlands Green Innovation report

11.45am Faye McAnulla, Energy Research Accelerator

How businesses can work with universities

12.00pm Natalie Gasson-McKinley, Federation of Small Businesses

Introduction to work and update on the Local Skills

Improvement Plan, and how businesses can get involved 

12.10pm Innovate to Thrive - Paul Yeomans, Knowledge Transfer

Partnerships Manager, University of Nottingham

12.40pm Q&A

1pm Lunch and networking
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Roger Mendonca
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Chief Executive

The Midlands Engine



The Midlands Engine

Á 11m people

Á 100+ Parliamentarians

Á 800,000 Businesses 

Á 23 Upper-Tier Local Authorities

Á 1 Combined Authority

Á 20 Universities

Á 9 Local Enterprise Partnerships

Á 100s NGOs

ü Identify and capitalise on major economic 

opportunities across Midlands geography.

üConnect our regionôs businesses, 

parliamentarians, local authorities, academics 

and more and complement their activity to 

generate added value. 

üEnable partnerôs to deliver initiatives that tackle 

what really matters in our region.



Ten Point Plan for Green Growth

Á First pan-regional green growth action plan in the UK

Á A unified pan regional vision and action plan for 

achieving Midlands net zero

Á Over 300 partner voices across more than 130 

organisations 

6



Innovation in the Midlands 
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Midlands Green Innovation Report
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Midlands Green Innovation Opportunities 
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West Burton STEP Fusion Site (Image: UKAEA)

Small Modular Reactor (Image: Rolls-Royce)

EMERGE Energy-from-Waste 

Plant (Image: Uniper)

Artistôs Impression of West Midlands Gigafactory

MIRAôs proposed Hydrogen Technology Hub based on 

the A5 in Nuneaton

West Midlands Regional Energy 

System Operator (RESO) Project 
(Image: Electron) 

National Brownfield Institute 
(Image: University of Wolverhampton) 



Midlands Green Innovation Network

10



Thank you
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Introducing M-GIN
15th December 2022

Faye McAnulla

Programme Director, ERA
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1 Introduction to ERA

2 Overview of M-GIN

3 The M-GIN Programme
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1 Introduction to ERA

2 Overview of M-GIN

3 The M-GIN Programme
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Supported >1000 
Midlands SMEs

£60m ->
£450m in new 
investments in 
energy R&D
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HyDEX: Regional Hydrogen Initiatives
ÅhōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΥ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎκǇƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎhydrogen 
capabilities & support emissions reduction, growth & economic development.

Next Steps

ÅHyDEXwill support the development of stakeholder groups with ideally a mix of industrial, 
academic and local government involvement. 

ÅOpportunity to link these into the activities of HyDEX, ERA and the Midlands Engine. 

Å Rail Demonstrator 
Å Ceramics/Heavy Industry Fuel 

Switching 
Å Truck and Bus Demonstrator 
Å Refuelling Stations Network 
Å Low-Cost Green Hydrogen 

Production 

Å R&D facilities:
ÅHydrogen Supply Chain, Vehicle and Fuel 

Cell Production
ÅBlending and Distribution 
ÅBoiler Manufacturing
ÅAgriculture and Construction 

Demonstrator 
ÅHydrogen Skills



Smart Energy and Twin Cities
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Midlands Nuclear Review for Midlands Engine

22

To be released in January. Key recommendations on:

Å Midlands Nuclear Forum 
Å New nuclear generation 
Å Fusion energy sector
Å Nuclear manufacturing sites
Å {ƛǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-term Geological Disposal Facility 
Å Nuclear skills to meet Mids and UK demand.
Å Nuclear test, validation and R&D facilities.



1 Introduction to ERA
2 Overview of M-GIN
3 The M-GIN Programme
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Green Innovation Review



Green Innovation Review



Four areas requiring 

Innovation Support



The Midlands' 

Energy Innovation 

landscape



1 Introduction to ERA
2 Overview of M-GIN
3 The M-GIN Programme
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Why ñMidlands: Green Innovation Network?ò

Á Support innovation in the region ïhelping 

with the valley of death

Á Act as a central sign-posting and network

Á Bring together universities and innovaters

Á Support net zero and sustainability

Á Support regional economy

Á We donôt have all the answers (or all the 

money to deliver!) but bringing people 

together will get us nearer





M-GIN Programme



Contact Us

Nick King, M-GIN Lead for ERA: 
nick.king@era.ac.uk
Myself: 
faye.mcanulla@era.ac.uk
Website: 
https://www.mgin.co.uk

ERA 
Twitter: @EnergyRA
Linked In: Energy Research Accelerator
www.era.ac.uk

HyDEX
Twitter: @HyDEXMidlands
Linked in: HyDEX
www.HyDEX.ac.uk

Dedicated social channels for MGIN will 
also launch soon ςwatch this space!

https://www.era.ac.uk/Green-Innovation-Network
https://www.era.ac.uk/Green-Innovation-Network
https://www.mgin.co.uk/
http://www.era.ac.uk/
http://www.hydex.ac.uk/


Thank you
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Natalie Gasson-McKinley

Development Manager

FSB



Midlands Green 
Innovation Network: LSIP 
update
Natalie Gasson -McKinley,
FSB Development Manager


